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Downtown Improvement Grant
Construction to Start Spring 2023

Pembroke News

Pine Needle News – Zachary Young

A major road improvement project in Pembroke will result in two years
of construction and detours downtown. The end result: improved
safety for pedestrians and less congestion at downtown intersections.

The Town of Pembroke was awarded a $5.2 million U.S. Department of
Transportation grant to improve the downtown infrastructure. This includes
adding a center turn lane down Third Street and additional pedestrian
walkways.

The entire project will cost approximately $6.7 million. The North
Carolina Department of Transportation has pledged $250,000 and The Town
of Pembroke will contribute approximately $1.1 million.

According to Pembroke Town Manager Tyler Thomas, the project will
have positive impacts on the town, alleviating safety and congestion issues
that occur at numerous intersections along Third Street.

“We will be providing additional bike and pedestrian infrastructure. It
will make different points of interest in the community more accessible,
regardless of mode of travel. We want to ensure that every member of our
community has a safe way to move around,” said Thomas.

The biking and pedestrian connection will start on Odom Road beside
Burger King and extend downtown.

Mayor of Pembroke Charles Gregory Cummings said that if the
construction on Union Chapel Road can be completed first, that would
lessen the traffic on Third Street once that construction begins.

Regarding the construction that will take place on Third Street – also
known as NC 711 – the actual road width will not change, but on-street

parking will be removed so that a center turn lane can be added. This
construction will take place from Vance Street to Jones Street.

“We have tremendous economic growth in Pembroke right now,” said
Cummings. “All the projects happening, and the university’s School of
Business building, those projects are worth over $100 million.You don’t see
that much growth in small towns in southeastern North Carolina. I think
this project will stimulate further economic growth in the future, bringing
in other businesses.”

From a commercial standpoint, the “Third Street Project,” as it’s
known, will enable people to better and more safely access their
businesses, according to Thomas.

There will be storm water improvements to address flooding problems,
with one of the phases of construction involving the storm water
infrastructure in front of the UNCP Thomas Entrepreneurship Hub. Mr. Tyler
Thomas said that during construction everything that’s done above ground
will be preceded by underground replacement and improvement of all
existing utilities.

According to Thomas, to reconfigure parking, the town will be
developing two public parking lots north of Union Chapel Road. The town
is also working with a property owner to create a small parking lot south
of Third Street.

The town hopes to add additional sidewalks, landscaping and
pedestrian fencing on the side of the Entrepreneurship Hub opposite the
railroad tracks.

The master plan that guides the project was approved by the
Pembroke Town Council back in 2016.



EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

• Police Officer

• Police Dispatcher (FT / PT)

• Public Works Technician

• Police Detective

• Part-Time Program Supervisor
(Parks & Recreation)

Splash pad season a success

The ribbon was cut on the Town's new splash pad in June. The
splash pad was funded in part by Town general funds, a North
Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant and numerous
community partners. The splash pad will reopen again in May
of 2023.

United Way Installs “Born Learning
Trail” at Sports Complex

The Born Learning Trail is a series of 10 interactive signs that offer fun,
active learning activities for young children and their families. It helps
parents, caregivers and communities create quality engagement
opportunities when out on a stroll or visiting a local playground. The Born
Learning Trail was installed during the Lumber River United Way's annual
Day of Caring. Special thank you to Tate Johnson and Day of Caring
volunteers with the Lumber River United Way.

Just Love Coffee Café
Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Coffee

For more info visit:
www.justlovecoffeecafe.com

Chickens Tenders, Wings,
Sandwiches and
House Sauces

For more info visit:
www.slimchickens.com

America's Favorite Coffee
Espresso and Donuts

Visit:
www.dunkindonuts.com

New Location in
AS Thomas Center

Visit
www.wingcompany.com

Coming Soon!
The $3 million dollar investment
consists of the following major
items:

1. New headworks screen, grit
removal, and fats, oils, and
grease (FOG) removal
system.

2. Construct a new chemical
feed building with feed
pumps, chemical storage
tank, and associated
appurtenances.

3. Rotary aerator replacement.

4. Demolition of existing
headworks and chemical
feed system.

Christmas
in the
park

Construction begins for Waste Water Treatment Plant

Pembroke Rescue Squad
completes HQ Bay addition

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Pembroke Rescue Squad recently completed a
headquarters expansion project as part of ongoing
recovery efforts from Hurricanes Matthew and Florence.
The Town made a donation to support the completion of
the project.

The Town celebrated National Night Out in October. National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.
National Night Out enhances the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement while
bringing back a true sense of community.


